SLPP DESERVES FAIRNESS

The editor of Cocorioko and other SLPP detractors will be well advised to temper their jubilant mood and chest beating over the results of the August 11 elections released thus far. The fact of the matter is that news of the demise of the SLPP is exaggerated and misplaced. We are in this for the long haul, and the sort of comments being made by the editor of Cocorioko is quite frankly very provocative and unfortunate.  
The editor of Cocorioko was never pilloried by SLPP supporters for reporting news as they unfold, but there is a justification on our part to raise concerns when an ostensibly independent news organisation avoids any pretence to neutrality and start to assume the role of the mouth piece of another party(s) opposed to the SLPP.

 Cocorioko has consistently called for a free and fair election in Sierra Leone, this is precisely what has taken place, and it is only appropriate that yes, they publish the results as they should, but at the same time to avoid giving the impression that some how because both the APC and PMDC have shown to be strong and that this can now translate to mean a defeat for the SLPP. We are a democratic party, and we will respect the choice of the people of Sierra Leone at the end of this democratic exercise, but at the same time, it is very important that those who arrogate to themselves the role of  neutral commentators to ensure, no matter the temptations, to  stay within the expectations of their self imposed responsibilities.
 It appears there is an inordinate publicity being given to overtures being made to the PMDC by the SLPP. For a start, we must admit that the emergence of the PMDC is the product of the internal strains within the SLPP, and therefore, the question of an overture or call for reconciliation has always remained a standing agenda within the SLPP, not necessarily as a result of the August 11 polls, but as part of the strategy to ultimately unite the party. The SLPP is not ashamed to call on the PMDC to support the party should there be a runoff in the presidential elections. We believe that the PMDC has displayed strength based on the results released thus far, but that there is now a need for them to also ponder deeply the repercussions that may result in the SLPP losing power to the APC. By the way the issue of a political party making overtures to another is neither unique to the SLPP, nor is it something to be some how be ashamed of, it a permanent feature of democratic politics that obtains in advanced countries such as in Israel, Germany, and the UK in the past. Such approaches are made when there is a commonality of interests. We certainly prefer working with the PMDC in a democratic Sierra Leone rather having them proscribed as the APC’s record of tolerance with previous political parties show when they were in power 
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