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FINAL COMMUNIQUE OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL [NEC] MEETING OF THE SIERRA LEONE PEOPLE’S PARTY [SLPP] HELD FROM 11TH-12TH JANUARY, 2008.
The National Executive Council (NEC) of the Sierra Leone People’s Party [SLPP] met in Bo City, provincial capital of Southern Sierra Leone, from 11-12 January, 2008. The meeting agreed on the following, among others:

1. In accordance with Clause 10 of the Constitution of the SLPP, the proposed amended Party Constitution tabled and discussed at this NEC meeting be submitted to the next National Party Conference for approval.
2. The next National Party Conference be held in Kenema, provincial 
capital of Eastern Sierra Leone in November 2008.

4. The Party is very much dissatisfied with the improper conduct of the 2007 Presidential and Parliamentary Elections, particularly the processes of counting, announcement and the cancellation of results from 477 polling stations. The National Secretariat should therefore pursue the court action already initiated.  

3. The Party makes the following demands to the Government of Sierra
     Leone:

· The current National Electoral Commission (NEC) be dissolved forthwith and new Commissioners appointed in accordance with section 32 (3) of the 1991 Constitution of the Republic of Sierra Leone. 
· The Party views with disapproval the recent sackings and demotions of high level administrative and technical staff of the NEC and urges the Government to investigate it. The Party also urges that re-appointments or appointments to the said positions be done in a transparent and competitive manner with the participation of all registered Political Parties.
· The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) takes a lead role in providing technical assistance and supervising the electoral processes leading to the 2008 bye-elections and Local Government Elections.
· The ECOWAS carry out procedural and systems audit of the 2007 Parliamentary and Presidential Elections.  

5. The National Executive Council of the SLPP strongly condemns the continuing intimidation, harassment and molestation of its members, as well as the dismissal of SLPP members working in the public service. The Party believes that these acts of violence and nepotism undermine efforts at reconciliation, national peace and stability. The Party therefore urges the Government to uphold the rule of law, ensure respect for human rights and justice, fairness and equal opportunity for all.
6. The Party believes that peace, unity and good governance are necessary conditions for development. To that end, the past SLPP administration ended the 11-year war, promoted reconciliation and good governance. The SLPP is concern that the gains in these directions could be derailed if sincere and credible actions are not taken by the current APC administration. As the opposition Party, we shall do everything to ensure that peace is consolidated in Sierra Leone and there is good governance. We therefore call on the International Community to give these fundamentals of development the attention they deserve in their engagement with the Government.

7. The entire membership should at all times be loyal to the Party, mindful of and committed to the realization of the Party’s motto of ‘One Country: One People’, be law-abiding and work towards the development aspirations of Sierra Leone.
8. Finally, every one is assured of the Party’s commitment in the protection of their rights.
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9. All constituency, district, regional and national officers of the SLPP should remain in office until the 2008 Local Council elections. Elections for all positions will commence thereafter.

10. All vacant positions and those held by officers who are currently domiciled outside Sierra Leone or cannot freely execute their duties should be replaced with other capable members in an acting capacity.
11. To support the work of the National Secretariat, the following Committees be established at various levels with specific Terms of Reference:

a. Local Council Committee
b. Party Organization and Capacity Building Committee

c. Budget and Finance Committee

d. Peace and Reconciliation Committee

e. Research, Intelligence & Strategic Planning Committee 

f. Publicity Committee

g. Parliamentary Advisory Committee

12. A Truth and Reconciliation Committee be established to look into the 2007 Presidential & Parliamentary elections for purposes of establishing a historical record.

13.  The Budget and Finance Committee prepares a comprehensive  

      national budget covering all constituencies, districts, regions and national  

      offices. A special meeting comprising all National Officers and

      Parliamentarians be convened to approve the budget.

